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NICARAGUAN EXILE-

IS

LINITS ROLE OF U.S.

M

Anti-Sandinist Leader Asserts
Troops Are Not Subject to
Washington's Control

/Al

¢ Tz
By PHILIP TAUBMAN

1 Spmcini 1o The New York Thames «* %+ 7,
MIAMI, Dec. 8§ — The wp com-
ander-of exile forces seeking 1o over-
Jarow the letust Government in Nicare-
gus said wday that the aims and opers.-
tans of his troops were nor subject to
control by the United States. - :

Enrique Bermtdez, a farmer tolomel !
o the Nacaraguan Natiopal Guard who
pow commands 3,000 1o £000 wrregular.
troops e Bopduras anc Niceragua, said |
ip 2 imerview: “"We would pever accept -
the role-o! Americap mezrcenary. It.is
Dot acceptable to0 US 10 CRITY It mis-
sions 1o merdict -Cubet and Russian
supply lmes ™ E! Saivador. We are
Nocaraguans and our objective is
overthrow the Communists and instal] a
OSIDOCTALC gOvertmen! in' OUr Coun-
wn i :

American imelligence officials have
said Mn Bermtdez’s torces, oparating
under the bamner of the Nicaragusn
Democratic Front, a2 coelition of anti-
Americzo-Supported paramilitary or-
gRnizatian in the region. . S

A vear ago, according to natiooal se- |
artty afficisls, President Reegan ap
proved plans for cover: operatons by |
the Central Intelligence Agency in Cen- -
.Trl AmeTica that called for the financ- ;
ing of paramilitary groups that -would
imerdict the fiow of arms to guerrilia
torces in El Salvador. Administration
afficizls said at the titne that the Soviet.
Umnion ard Cabe, with help trom Nicars-

-

£m, were stupping weapaos and am-

‘munitiop to E1 Salvador.
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- Tbe covert activities have since be-
come the most ambitious paramilitery

and political action operation mounted .
by the C.LA. in nearly 2 decade, ac-

conding o intelligence officials.

Mr. Bermidez said be could nxt dis- .
cuss thé sources of assistance to his
forces. When asked whether or pot the
C.1.A. bad provided heip, he declmed to

i Mr. Bermtde said that f the anti-

X forces were successtul, be
would pot seek & leadership Tale in a
pew guwernment “The militery will

play a secondary role,” be said Other :

‘leaders™of the -toalttion, while saying
they take Mr, Berroudez at his word,
acknowisdged there was a risk be!
Jmight one G2y Ty 1o take power, i
?Gnqrmgrmv.ng DU

Mr. BermGdez, who is 45 years aid, '
jotned the mcnat.lhegurd in 1852 ater
graduaring from Nicaraguan Mili-
tary Academy. Be becarne a colonel in-
1977, besald - = e ~
He said that the paramilitary troops;-

- ‘which are now based primarily to Boo-

duras and Ni

D mm
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DOt peTIRt outKiders to set our goals *- .
In recemt days, Jeaders of the. mnt-
;u:d’mincoﬂkﬁonhave lifted some of
secrecy surrounding their activities

in an etfprt to broaden their base of sup-
PoTL. At press conference on Tuesday,
they said they did pot support the poi-
cies of Gen. Anastasio Somoza Debeyie,
the Nicaraguar leader-who was ousted
in1878. B oo

Some Retuse 10 Join -

pently Edén Pastors Gomez, a former
Sandinist jemder who left Nicaragus
last yeag, have retused 1o joir the tront
because of its idextitication with the ns-
Mr. BérmGdez contended today that
be was not an ardent Somoza .

supparter
"Iacaszrspousihimyiormmgin.

the natienal guard,” be sajd. “"The only

regret § have is that there wasp't .
eoough Jeadership among the semior .
officersszo prevent the abuses and re-
pressiogthat occurred.” - LI
From 3976 10 1972, when the revolo- |
tion was bullding in Nicaragus, Mr, ‘POtK

Bemm:qvadnsN' 's de-

counterinsurgency strategy = in  the
United States, 1 also Jearned about tn-
Surgency,” be said. . .
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